Village of Ardentown Established 1922
Ardenfown, DE 19810 Incorporated 1975

The special meeting of the October 2025 Village of Ardentown was convened at 7:32 pm on Monday, October
20, 2025, in person at lvy Gables. Melissa Parsonson, Town Chair, presiding. A quorum was present.
In Attendance:

1. Jessica Riggleman 11. Sandie Cooper 20. Barbara 29. Edmond Bischoff
2. Brandon Paris 12. Howard Cooper Mondzelewski 30. Bethany Rees

3. Shari Phalan 13. Jill Emery 21. Marian Pione 31. Lee Painter

4. Steve Cohen 14. Dan Emery 22. Michael Pione 32. Will Ryan

5. Maureen Gordon 15. Betty Ann Themal 23. Sharon Kleban 33. Joe Painter

6. Lisa Wilson Riblett 16. Uttam Shanbhag 24. Elise Kidd 34. Susan Poole

7. Cathy Cohen 17. Annie Gutsche 25. Janna Scheflen 35. Alison Wakelin
8. Art Cohen 18. Melissa Parsonson 26. Mary Ann Patterson

9. Allen Riblett 19. Suzanne Cherrin 27. Oliver Gutsche

10. Dela Muhlenberg 28. Elaine Schmerling

The Town Chair reported the following:

Delmarva Power has not provided all information requested in the motion approved at the September 8, 2025
meeting. The only new item received is the lead mediation proposal. No survey has been completed, yet some
areas within residents’ leaseholds have been staked without explanation. At this time, there is no
documentation or justification that would allow the Village to grant Delmarva Power an exception to the
ordinance. Delmarva Power has indicated that delays in granting an exception may result in legal action,
claiming they cannot proceed with ordering supplies or project planning without approval.

An Executive Session was entered at 7:45 pm and ended at 8:37 pm.
The Trustees reported the following:

Regarding the recently enacted Village of Ardentown Ordinance #2025-01: “Preservation of Historic Character”
(concerning height restrictions), the Trustees’ position is that our priority must be to remove the threat of
litigation. Options to achieve this may include exempting Delmarva Power from the ordinance (either within
the Village generally or specifically within the utility easement) or, if necessary, rescinding the ordinance
entirely.

As Trustees, our primary responsibilities include setting the annual land rent and using those funds to pay state
and local taxes, as well as maintaining the Village’s common lands and trees. In this context, the financial
implications of potential litigation are a serious concern:

e Litigation costs are substantial.

® |nsurance coverage is uncertain. Our insurance policy, which covers both the Village and the Trust, may
or may not cover litigation costs. The insurer makes such determinations on a case-by-case basis,
meaning we would not know whether coverage applies until it is too late to avoid those costs.

e Funding any uncovered costs. If insurance does not cover litigation, the funds would need to come from
leaseholders through increased land rent—unless another funding source is identified.

The Trustees are not willing to raise land rents to pay for litigation that can be avoided—and in this case, it can.
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Regarding the Delmarva Power easement, the Trustees’ position is that all utility poles, existing and future,
must remain within the established 8-foot-wide alley corridor between Sconset Road and Brae Road. Any
encroachment onto leaseholds exceeds the scope of the current easement and therefore requires prior
approval from the Trustees.

MOTION: THE TRUSTEES MOVE THAT DELMARVA POWER BE EXEMPT FROM THE VILLAGE OF ARDENTOWN
ORDINANCE #2025-01 “PRESERVATION OF HISTORIC CHARACTER” (CONCERNING HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS)
WITHIN THE EASEMENT ONCE THE DELMARVA EASEMENT AREA IS OFFICIALLY SURVEYED AND STAKED.

MOTION: TABLE THE TRUSTEES’ MOTION TO THE NOVEMBER 2025 TOWN MEETING FOR FURTHER
DISCUSSION AND REVIEW.

Motion seconded.
Vote: 20 in favor, 7 opposed, 1 abstained. Motion passes.

Per second motion, the first motion was tabled.

Meeting adjourned at 9:39 pm.

Respectfully submitted by Jessica Riggleman, Secretary of Ardentown
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