
Village of Ardentown​ ​ Established 1922 

Ardentown, DE 19810​ ​ Incorporated 1975 

 

[DRAFT] The regular meeting of the September 2025 Village of Ardentown was convened at 7:36 pm on 
Monday, September 8, 2025, in person at Ivy Gables. Melissa Parsonson, Town Chair, presiding.  A quorum was 
present. 
In Attendance: 

1.​ Barbara 
Mondzelewski​  

2.​ Suzanne Cherrin 
3.​ Peter Slattery 
4.​ Bethany Rees 
5.​ Mhairi Craig 
6.​ Anne P. Lutz 
7.​ Stuart Craig 
8.​ Maureen Gordon 
9.​ Oliver Gutsche 
10.​Lisa Wilson Riblett 

11.​Joan Fitzgerald 
12.​John McCormick 
13.​Sherri Lindner 
14.​Steve Cohen 
15.​Alison Wakelin 
16.​Elaine Schmerling 
17.​Sandie Cooper 
18.​Howard Cooper 
19.​Susan Brandner 
20.​Mary Ann Patterson 
21.​Annie Gutsche 

22.​Allen Riblett 
23.​Wayne Knotts (guest) 
24.​Cindy Cohen 
25.​Lindsey Sherwood 
26.​Marc Morfei 
27.​Scott Bowers (guest) 
28.​Joe Painter 
29.​Lee Painter 
30.​Beverly Bizup 

Hawkins 
31.​Richard Hawkins 

 

32.​Cortney Hayflinger 
33.​Beverly Ford 
34.​Janna Scheflin 
35.​Shari Phalan 
36.​Hillary Daye 
37.​Esther Golton 
38.​Sharon Kleban 
39.​Judy Glenn 
40.​Edmond Bischoff 
41.​Melissa Parsonson 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Minutes for the May 2025 meeting, the July 2025 special meetings (2), and the 
August 2025 special meetings are approved as submitted. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:   

Checking Account:​  

Starting Balance​ $13,560.21 

​ Income​ ​ 20,852.39 

​ Expenses​ ​ 29,817.52 

​ Transfers from Savings​ 18,000.00 

​ Current Balance​ $​ 22,595.08 

Savings Account:​  

Starting Balance​ $23,299.08 

​ Income​ ​ 0.45 

​ Transfers to Checking​18,000.00 

​ Current Balance​ $5,299.53 

Total Checking & Savings​ ​ $27,894.61 

Municipal Street Aid​ ​ ​ $27,330.85 

Arden Building & Loan Balance​ $17,923.84 

Expenses​ $​ 29,817.52​  

Income​ $​ 31,862.82 

Trash​ ​ ​ 15,309.00​  
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Trustees-Trash​19,000.00 

TrashTech​ ​ 9,241.62​  

MSA​ ​ ​ 11,010.43 

Restoration​ ​ 4,307.00​  

Comcast/Verizon​ 1,852.39 

Zoom​ ​ ​ 155.90​ 

Salaries​ ​ 800.00 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

●​Archives (Arden Craft Shop Museum): The Arden Craft Shop Museum shared several updates at the 
meeting. The recent Ardencroft History Stroll was a great success, nearly as popular as the Ardentown 
walk, which drew close to 50 participants and concluded with a reception in the Museum’s community 
room. The Museum will close in two weeks to take down the current exhibition and prepare a new one 
featuring Ardencroft. The quarterly Afternoon with the Artist events continue to be well attended, offering 
short 15-minute talks, a toast, and a guest book for visitors; the next program will feature the sculptures of 
Rick Rothrock on Sunday, November 9th. Finally, the opening reception for the new exhibition is scheduled 
for Sunday, October 19th at 1:00 p.m., and community members are encouraged to attend. 

●​Assessment:  Nothing to report. 

●​Audit:  Nothing to report. 

●​Budget: Nothing to report. 

●​Buzz Ware Village Center:  Nothing to report. 

●​Community Planning:  Nothing to report. 

●​Memorial Garden:  Basic works on the ground are ongoing. September 9, 2025 marks the 35th year 
anniversary of the Memorial Garden and dedication ceremony.  

●​Playground:  The playground committee is seeking funding to replace the swing set at the Ardentown 
playground. They have a matching grant opportunity through DNREC/ORPT (Outdoor Recreation Parks and 
Trails) and are hoping to obtain $7,000 in the grant to be match through town support. They are proposing 
that the Ardentown portion include a one-time assessment fee of $40 for each leasehold in 2026 in order 
to raise $4,800 (based on at least 120 leaseholds in the village). The remainder would be comprised of 
donations, with $1,000 committed and are welcoming more, along with in-kind volunteer support, to 
which several community members have pledged participation. The general breakdown of approximate 
costs to replace the swing set and safety zone include (1) General Recreation, Inc (equipment) and Buzz 
Burger, Inc (installation) ($11.5k-14.5k) or Amish Direct Playsets ($10.5k) (2) Creative Playthings Border 
Timber & Spikes ($800), (3) Holland Playground Mulch & Delivery ($950). An alternative idea was proposed 
by Steve Cohen and presented the following motion: 

MOTION:  TO APPROVE USE OF UP TO $15,000 IN TOWN FUNDING IN 2026 AND IN-KIND VOLUNTEER 
TIME AND DONATIONS TO COMPLETE THE PROJECT. 
Motion seconded. ​
Vote: All in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained. Motion passes.  
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●​Public Works & Safety:   
●​Oliver Gutsche  

○​ Responsibility for Pipes - Need clarification on which party is responsible. 
○​ Road Maintenance - Speed bumps painted two years ago now lack visible paint; repainting is 

required. 
○​ Traffic Signage – Town Chair request for all faded road signs, such as the One Way sign on The 

Mall, be replaced. 
●​Elaine Schmerling reported on the following Paths & Restoration work: 

○​ HG Rain Garden – Contractor adjusted the outflow. Garden is infiltrating effectively; will 
continue monitoring. Replanting needed for a few lost species.  

○​ Petit Rain Gardens – Elaine & Lee completed weeding. Swale to lower rain garden re-dug; inside 
wall bermed.  

○​ Sunnyside – One grant-funded day with Ron removing dead ash trees along trail; two more days 
pending for further work. Match has included many hours pulling invasives and maintaining tree 
cages. Most new trees from last year are doing well, many growing above fencing. Need to plant 
35+ trees in fall (target: late October; Oct 25 w/ Nov 1 as backup). Volunteers needed – contact 
Elaine.  

○​ Other Restoration Efforts – Cleared slit grass in Chestnut area w/ Summer help. Pulled invasives 
and planted aggressive natives at creek bend, in preparation for willow planting (TEDI grant). 

○​ TEDI Grant Application – Awarded TEDI grant for 165 new trees (planting March-May). Planned 
distribution: 58 at Sunnysdie, 58 at The Glen, 34 off Chestnut (inc. 10 willows at sunny bend in 
creek), 15 at Old Mill.  Includes caging supplies and some contractor planting (Advanced 
Ecology).    

○​ Deer Overpopulation – Cindy Cohen (ad-hoc Committee) to present the Deer Management 
Plan. 

○​ Ardens Vegetation Mapping and Surveying (ARPA-funded): Training begun on ACRGIS system. 
Starting with mapping beech trees; will expand to new plantings. Ongoing and hope project will 
support ongoing PW&S Committee items.  

●​ Registration:  Town Meeting Refreshments & Social Time: Refreshments provided by the Registration 
Committee; enjoyed by attendees. Resident changes: No recent resident changes reported. Committee 
Membership: Hillary Daye expressed interest in being nominated for Anne Lutz’s term expiring 
September 2025. Appreciation extended to Anne for her service over the past few years. Next meeting: 
Scheduled for October (date TBD) in coordination with the new member. 

TRUSTEES REPORT:   

●​ Lisa Wilson Riblett - Emergency Generator at the Candlelight: The Generator is now installed and ready to 
use. The final electrical inspection was last Friday. Thank you to the staff of Candlelight, who were able to 
accommodate a few days of no electric service while the unit was being installed. 

●​ Annie Gutsche – NCC Reassessment: Received Ardentown’s initial combined NCC and Brandywine School 
District taxes. No supplemental tax bill expected at this time; outcome looks balanced. Legislation passed in 
mid-August will trigger further adjustments. New bill expected in September; update to be provided at the 
November Town Meeting. Senior Rebate Checks: Distribution delayed until final tax bill is received. 
Candlelight: Planned building upgrades are completed. Trustees funded exterior stair repairs; Candelight 
covered all interior upgrades. Appreciation expressed to Candelight for maintaining the building. Next likely 
project: repair of siding.  
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TOWN CHAIR REPORT:  Melissa Parsonson reported the following - 
●​ The Town Chair provided definitions to some terms for new residences and to remind everyone of the 

impact of ordinances and the role of officers and trustees.  Ordinances are local laws passed by 

municipal governments (e.g,. Ardentown).  Municipal powers derived from individual charters that are 

subject to state law.  Authority includes zoning, public health, building codes, and ordinances for 

resident safety/welfare.  Delmarva Power Easement Rights: Utility easement allows installation, 

operation, maintenance, relocation, and removal of electric and other utility facilities on private 

property. Includes access for construction, line maintenance, tree trimming, and obstruction removal. 

Property owners cannot place permanent structures within the easement. Easement specifics vary – 

refer to easement agreement on your property; best practice is to consult Delmarva before 

improvements. Utility Easement History (Ardentown): Ardentown founded in 1922. Easement 

agreement with Delmarva Power in 1926 (with Trustees). Ardentown incorporated in 1975; Town Chair 

role initiated. Town Chair Role (per Charter & Bylaws): Acts as liason with Trustees and government 

officials. Oversees committees. The town chair does not vote, but has the authority to break a tie vote 

when necessary. Trustees Role: Oversee and manage the common land held in trust; administer 

leaseholds (lots leased to residents). Delmarva Power & Height Ordinance: Delmarva is requesting an 

exception to the 100-foot height limit for power lines under Ardentown’s ordinance. Relevant state 

legal height minimums and utility responsibilities (roads, crossings, etc.) include 17 ft minimum over 

roads, 23 ft minimum over railroads, and utility company is responsible for raising lines to prevent 

obstruction of traffic/signals at no cost to DelDOT. For construction equipment (e.g., cranes), clearance 

must be 20+ ft for lines up to 350 kV. Ardentown Height Ordinance: Written to preserve Ardentown’s 

history and protect historic precedent. Status update: No new testing received yet from Delmarva. 

Delmarva Power has to complete lead remediation before the new lines are placed. Delmarva has 

shared that alternative solutions exist, but at significantly higher cost ($3-16M more). The most recent 

alternative option suggested would cost an approximate $3M in addition to the total cost of the 

project.  During the last meeting with Delmarva Power, it was stated that the total project would cost 

an approximate $20M that would be billed to Delaware customers over 30 years. 

 

MOTION: THE VILLAGE OF ARDENTOWN CONSIDER GRANTING AN EXEMPTION FOR DELMARVA 

FROM ARDENTOWN ORDINANCE 2025-01 REGARDING HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS IF/WHEN DELMARVA 

1.​ PROVIDES THE TRUSTEES AND THE VILLAGE WITH A WRITTEN REPORT DELINEATING (1) 

PROJECT PHASES, (2) TIMELINES, (3) INGRESS/EGRESS ACCESS POINTS TO THE EASEMENT, (4) 

A STAKE SURVEY OF THE EASEMENT AREA, AND (5) POST PROJECT REPAIRS AND 

REMEDIATIONS TO NON-EASEMENT AREAS; 

2.​ PROVIDES THE TRUSTEES AND THE VILLAGE WITH A LEAD REMEDIATION PROPOSAL; 

3.​ COORDINATE WITH THE TRUSTEES AND THE VILLAGE ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF A 

MAINTENANCE PLAN FOR THE EASEMENT AREA 

Motion seconded. ​
Vote: 38 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 abstained. Motion passes.  

 

●​ SEM/Trash Tech: Charges are dismissed, ended up paying 3 months of trash fees  
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OLD BUSINESS:  
●​ Deer Management Plan:  

●​ Issue: Deer population in the Ardens is overabundant, causing an increase in malnutrition, disease, vehicle 
collisions, Lyme disease spread, and damage to forest regeneration. 

●​ Context: DNREC recommends archery hunting as a management tool; similar programs exist across the 
Northeast. 

●​ Committee Action: An Ad-Hoc Deer Management Committee (all three Ardens) studied the issue and 
recommends a pilot archery hunt. 

●​ Recommendation: 
○​ Two-day archery hunt in Sunnyside Tract, late fall. 
○​ Conducted during regular hunting season, following state regulations. 
○​ Hunters hand-selected, licensed, supervised by Arden hunters. 
○​ Sunnyside closed to visitors during hunt. 
○​ Venison donated to Delaware Hunters Against Hunger. 

●​ Plan Features: 
○​ Ethical, humane, no baiting. 
○​ Pilot project—results evaluated before future action. 
○​ Residents notified in advance. 

●​ Concerns Raised: Use of harvested deer, doe vs. buck targeting, hunter vetting/supervision, criteria for 
success/failure, alternatives like sterilization. 

●​ Response: DNREC guidance being followed; deer activity monitored by cameras; success evaluated after hunt; 
inaction not viable due to unsustainable deer numbers. 

●​ Resident Feedback: A show of hands indicated the majority of attendees supported the deer management plan. 
●​ Supporting Materials: Available on Ardentown website (Deer Management Plan, Fact Sheet, DNREC Plan). 
●​ Goal: Sustainable deer herd and resilient forest health. 

 
●​ Transmission Line Infrastructure:  Second Reading of Revised Ordinance –  

Draft Ardentown Ordinance, 2025, Transmission Line Infrastructure 

Purpose 

High voltage electrical transmission lines, towers, and poles are, at this time, a critical component of modern 
infrastructure that supports our way of life. However, the current alignment of transmission lines, towers, and poles 
has caused almost 100 years of unnecessary harm and avoidable risk to our Village. 

Findings 

1.​ Environmental Impact: 

○​ The construction and maintenance of transmission lines through the heart of our Village’s 
residences and our forest ecosystem invite non-native and invasive species and leave scarred 
landscape on residents’ properties and through our forest. 

○​ The indiscriminate use of pesticides by power companies is detrimental to long-standing Village 
efforts to save native plant species and can impact the ecosystem.  

○​ Existing transmission towers and poles have contributed to significantly high levels of lead in the 
surrounding soil, and new construction will disturb these contaminated areas. 

2.​ Health and Safety: 
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○​ With the known and/or unknown health effects and close proximity of existing transmission lines, 
towers, and poles, residents are exposed to electromagnetic fields with intensities far above typical 
background levels, potentially harming their health. 

3.​ Financial and Maintenance Costs: 

○​ The proximity of transmission lines, towers, and poles to residences can depress property values. 

○​ Maintenance costs for the Village increases due to the presence of these transmission lines, towers, 
and poles. 

4.​ Legal and Compliance Issues: 

○​ Delmarva Power has demonstrated willful disregard of their existing transmission line agreements 
and backpedaled on prior agreements. 

5.​ Alternative Routes: 

○​ Alternative routes exist consistent with nearly all the transmission lines sitting along the former B&O 
railway alignment that minimize proximity to residences and impact only the edges of low-quality 
forest areas already bisected by the railway clearing. 

○​ Other alternative routes may also exist. 

Ordinance 

Now therefore, in order to protect residents who live near the transmission lines, towers, and poles, and to protect 
our treasured forest ecosystems, it is hereby ordained by the Village of Ardentown as follows: 

1.​ Prohibition: 

○​ No new electrical transmission lines and/or tower infrastructure that are at or exceed 60 kilovolts 
(kV) can be constructed, installed, or operated within a 100 foot radius of any Ardentown residential 
housing unit.  

2.​ Definitions: 

○​ "Transmission lines" refer to high voltage electrical lines designed to transport electricity over long 
distances. 

○​ "Tower infrastructure" refers to the supporting structures, including towers and poles, for 
transmission lines. 

○​ "Residential housing units" refer to any buildings or structures used for residential purposes within 
the Village boundaries as well as the Candlelight Theatre and Ivy Gables.  

3.​ Enforcement: 

○​ This Ordinance shall be enforced by the Village of Ardentown with support of the Ardentown 
Trustees and any designated officers or agents.  Any person or entity found in violation of this 
Ordinance shall be subject to a fine for each day the violation continues at a rate of $1500.00 per 
day until the matter is resolved.  Ardentown reserves the right to take further legal action to ensure 
compliance with this Ordinance.  
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○​ Any violation or nonpayment of this Ordinance shall be subject to monthly penalties, the same that 
is used in Land Rent collection.  

4.​ Severability: 

○​ If any provision of this Ordinance is found to be invalid or unenforceable, the remaining provisions 
shall continue in full force and effect. 

5.​ Effective Date: 

○​ This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

MOTION:  TO APPROVE THE TRANSMISSION LINE INFRASTRUCTURE ORDINANCE. 
Motion seconded. ​
Vote: 35 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 abstained. Motion passes.  
 

 

ELECTIONS: 
 

●​Assessment Committee – 1 positions up for Sept 2025: Janet Cosgrove (Chair) 

Janet Cosgrove was not in attendance and the election will be deferred to the next town meeting.  

 

●​Budget Committee – 3 positions up for Sept 2025: Hilary Daye, Cindy Cohen, & Oliver Gutsche 

MOTION:  ​APPROVE HILARY DAYE, CINDY COHEN, & OLIVER GUTSCHE TO BE RE-ELECTED TO THE 

BUDGET COMMITTEE FOR SEPT 2025 - SEPT 2027 TERMS. Motion seconded.​
 VOTE: All in Favor. Motion passes. 

●​Registration Committee – Anne Lutz has completed her term. Hilary Daye would like to be elected.  

MOTION: ​APPROVE HILARY DAYE ELECTED TO THE REGISTRATION COMMITTEE FOR SEPT 

2025-SEPT 2027 TERMS. Motion seconded.​
 Vote: All in favor. Motion passes. 

●​ Upcoming November Elections:  Community Planning (Peter Slattery, Melissa Parsonson, Edmond 
Bischoff) 

GOOD & WELFARE: 

●​ Cortney Hayflinger – Proud parent with three kids now off to college. 
●​ Alison W. – Reported seeing a UFO over the Green. 
●​ Melissa – Adopted a dog named Prince from Mississippi. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:34 pm.,  

Respectfully submitted by Jessica Riggleman, Secretary of Ardentown 
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