Village of Ardentown Established 1922
Ardentown, DE 19810 Incorporated 1975

The special meeting of the July 2025 Village of Ardentown was convened at 7:38 pm on Monday, July 14,
2025, in person at lvy Gables. Melissa Parsonson, Town Chair, presiding. A quorum was present.
In Attendance:

1. Cheryl Regan 12. Annie Gutsche 25. Marian Pione 38. Cindy Cohen

2. Patlane 13. Oliver Gutsche 26. Michael Pione 39. Suzanne Cherrin

3. Mike Magee 14. Shelley Robyn 27. Judith Kay McClintock 40. Shari Phalan

4. Sofia Hogan- 15. Lee Painter 28. Steve Cohen 41. Elaine Schmerling
Shanbhag 16. Joe Painter 29. Sharon Kleban 42. Stephanie Lombardo

5. Purushuttam 17. Maureen Gordon 30. Bethany Rees 43. Jessica Riggleman
Shanbhag 18. Raymond Duffy 31. Patrick Scolnick 44. Brandon Paris

6. Howard Cooper 19. Jill Emery 32. William Parsonson 45. Susan Kaye

7. Hillary Daye 20. Daniel Emery 33. Edmond Bischoff 46. Beverly Bizup

8. Catherine Cohen 21. Betty Ann Themal 34. Susan Brandner Hawkins

9. lJim Farrell 22. Harry Themal 35. William Webb 47. Melissa Parsonson

10. Janna Scheflen 23. Lisa Wilson Riblett 36. Janet Cosgrove

11. Mary Ann Patterson 24. Allen Riblett 37. Alison Wakelin

The second reading of the transmission line infrastructure draft Ardentown ordinance occurred as follows:
Draft Ardentown Ordinance, 2025, Transmission Line Infrastructure
Purpose

High voltage electrical transmission lines, towers, and poles are, at this time, a critical component of modern
infrastructure that supports our way of life. However, the current alignment of transmission lines, towers, and
poles has caused almost 100 years of unnecessary harm and avoidable risk to our Village.

Findings
1. Environmental Impact:

O The construction and maintenance of transmission lines through the heart of our Village’'s
residences and our forest ecosystem invite non-native and invasive species and leave scarred
landscape on residents’ properties and through our forest.

o The non-discriminant use of pesticides by power companies is detrimental to long-standing
Village efforts to save native plant species and can impact the ecosystem.

o Existing transmission towers and poles have contributed to significantly high levels of lead in
the surrounding soil, and new construction will disturb these contaminated areas.

2. Health and Safety:

o With the known or unknown health effects and close proximity of existing transmission lines,
towers, and poles, residents are exposed to electromagnetic fields with intensities far above
typical background levels, potentially harming their health.

3. Financial and Maintenance Costs:
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0 The proximity of transmission lines, towers, and poles to residences can depress property
values.

O Maintenance costs for the Village increases due to the presence of these transmission lines,
towers, and poles.

4. Legal and Compliance Issues:

o Delmarva Power has demonstrated willful disregard of their existing transmission line
agreements and backpedaled on prior agreements.

5. Alternative Routes:

O Alternative routes exist consistent with nearly all the transmission lines sitting along the former
B&O railway alignment that minimize proximity to residences and impact only the edges of low-
quality forest areas already bisected by the railway clearing.

O Other alternative routes may also exist.
Ordinance

Now therefore, in order to protect residents who live near the transmission lines, towers, and poles, and to
protect our treasured forest ecosystems, it is hereby ordained by the Village of Ardentown as follows:

1. Prohibition:

o No new electrical transmission lines and/or tower infrastructure that are at or exceed 60
kilovolts (kV) can be constructed, installed, or operated within a 100 foot radius of any
Ardentown residential housing unit.

2. Definitions:

o "Transmission lines" refer to high voltage electrical lines designed to transport electricity over
long distances.

o "Tower infrastructure" refers to the supporting structures, including towers and poles, for
transmission lines.

o "Residential housing units" refer to any buildings or structures used for residential purposes
within the Village boundaries as well as the Candlelight Theatre (Robin Hood Barn).

3. Annual Impact Fee:

O An annual impact fee shall be levied by the Village of Ardentown on Delmarva Power or their
successors on any new transmission lines and/or tower infrastructure based on the total
taxable square footage on which the NCC School and County taxes are levied in the area as
defined in the easement.

O The fee will use the most current annual square footage charged by the Ardentown Trustees or
their successors as Land Rent to Leaseholders in the Village.

O Impact fees are due by June 1st of each year.

4. Enforcement:
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o This Ordinance shall be enforced by the Village of Ardentown with support of the Ardentown
Trustees and any designated officers or agents. Any person or entity found in violation of this
Ordinance shall be subject to a fine for each day the violation continues at a rate of $500 per
day until the matter is resolved. Ardentown reserves the right to take further legal action to
ensure compliance with this Ordinance.

o Any violation or nonpayment of this Ordinance shall be subject to monthly penalties, the same
that is used in Land Rent collection.

5. Severability:

o If any provision of this Ordinance is found to be invalid or unenforceable, the remaining
provisions shall continue in full force and effect.

6. Effective Date:

o This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.

The above text includes changes to the draft Transmission Line Infrastructure ordinance recommended by
attendees. This draft ordinance will be read at a future meeting due to the recommended changes.

The first reading of the draft Preservation of Historic Character ordinance occurred as follows:
Draft Ardentown Ordinance

2025

Preservation of Historic Character

Purpose

The Village of Ardentown is a nationally recognized historic community founded on the principles of the Single
Tax movement, the Arts & Crafts movement, the Garden City movement, and Direct Democracy. Its historic
character and tree city environment are integral to its identity and significance. The Ardens Historic District is
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Preserving the visual, architectural, and environmental
harmony of the Village is essential for maintaining the integrity and intent of its original design.

Findings
6. Historical and Cultural Significance:

o The Village’s physical character is rooted in its Garden City layout, open spaces, small-scale
development, and architectural modesty. The addition of tall structures would disrupt this
design and erode the historic experience and appearance of Ardentown.

7. Visual Integrity:

O Modern vertical intrusions — such as high-rise buildings, towers, antennae, or any other tall
equipment would conflict with the small-scale and naturalistic setting that defines the Village.
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Preserving sightlines and quaintness is essential to protect the community’s aesthetics and
human-centered character.

8. Precedent and Preservation:

o Ardentown’s designation within the Ardens Historic District places an obligation on the Village
and its residents to ensure that new development aligns with preservation goals and standards.
Prohibiting incompatible new structures supports these efforts.

Ordinance

Therefore, in order to protect the historic integrity and cultural value of Ardentown, it is hereby ordained by
the Village of Ardentown as follows:

7. Prohibition:

o No house or building may exceed 45 feet in height. All other structures or objects must not
exceed 100 feet. This prohibition includes but is not limited to: spires, cupolas or belfries,
chimneys or smokestacks, flag poles, water tanks or towers, fire towers or observation towers,
lighthouses, transmission towers, transmission poles, windmills, silos, antenna of any kind
(including amateur radio towers), manufacturing or mechanical equipment and its necessary
structural supports (including but not limited to HVAC equipment or elevator enclosures).

8. Definitions:

o "Structure" refers to any man-made construction or installation, whether permanent or
temporary, that is affixed to or projects from the ground or a building.

O "100 feet or taller" refers to the total height from the base at grade level to the highest point of
the structure or object, including attachments or extensions.

o0 "45 feet or taller" refers to the total height from the base at grade level to the highest point of
the house or building, including attachments or extensions.

9. Enforcement:

o This Ordinance shall be enforced by the Village of Ardentown with support of the Ardentown
Trustees and any designated officers or agents. Any person or entity found in violation of this
Ordinance shall be subject to a fine for each day the violation continues at a rate of $1,000 per
day until the matter is resolved. Ardentown reserves the right to take further legal action to
ensure compliance with this Ordinance.

o Any violation or nonpayment of this Ordinance shall be subject to monthly penalties, the same
that is used in Land Rent collection.

10. Severability:

o If any provision of this Ordinance is found to be invalid or unenforceable, the remaining
provisions shall continue in full force and effect.

11. Effective Date:

o This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.
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Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted by Jessica Riggleman, Secretary of Ardentown
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