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Village of  Ar dentow n  Es tablished 1922  
Ar dentow n, DE 19810   Incor por ated 1975 
 
The special meeting of the August 2025 Village of Ardentown was convened at 7:33 pm on Monday, August 5, 
2025, in person at Ivy Gables. Melissa Parsonson, Town Chair, presiding.  A quorum was present. 
In Attendance:

1. Suzanne Cherrin 
2. Barbara 

Mondzelewski 
3. William Parsonson 
4. Jill Emery 
5. Dan Emery 
6. Rich Cropper 
7. Sharon Kleban 
8. Martin Frost 

9. Melissa Parsonson 
10. Jerome Donohue 
11. Bernadette Donohue 
12. Michael Pione 
13. Maureen Gordon 
14. Raymond Duffy 
15. Robert Lockerman 
16. Betty Ann Themal 
17. Sabrina Crews 

18. Sofia Hogan-
Shanbhag 

19. Susan Cropper 
20. Uttam Shanbhag 
21. Stuart Craig 
22. Mhairi Craig 
23. Jessica Riggleman 
24. Patricia Lane 
25. Judith A. Glenn 

26. Elaine Schmerling 
27. Edmond Bischoff 
28. Marian Pione 
29. Beverly Bizup 

Hawkins 
30. Lindsey Sherwood 
31. Janna Scheflen 
32. Judith K. McClintock 
33. Stephanie Lombardo 

 

The first reading of the revised transmission line infrastructure draft Ardentown ordinance occurred as 
follows: 

Draft Ardentown Ordinance, 2025, Transmission Line Infrastructure 

Purpose 

High voltage electrical transmission lines, towers, and poles are, at this time, a critical component of modern 
infrastructure that supports our way of life. However, the current alignment of transmission lines, towers, and 
poles has caused almost 100 years of unnecessary harm and avoidable risk to our Village. 

Findings 

1. Environmental Impact: 

o The construction and maintenance of transmission lines through the heart of our Village’s 
residences and our forest ecosystem invite non-native and invasive species and leave scarred 
landscape on residents’ properties and through our forest. 

o The indiscriminate use of pesticides by power companies is detrimental to long-standing Village 
efforts to save native plant species and can impact the ecosystem.  

o Existing transmission towers and poles have contributed to significantly high levels of lead in 
the surrounding soil, and new construction will disturb these contaminated areas. 

2. Health and Safety: 

o With the known and/or unknown health effects and close proximity of existing transmission 
lines, towers, and poles, residents are exposed to electromagnetic fields with intensities far 
above typical background levels, potentially harming their health. 

3. Financial and Maintenance Costs: 

o The proximity of transmission lines, towers, and poles to residences can depress property 
values. 
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o Maintenance costs for the Village increases due to the presence of these transmission lines, 
towers, and poles. 

4. Legal and Compliance Issues: 

o Delmarva Power has demonstrated willful disregard of their existing transmission line 
agreements and backpedaled on prior agreements. 

5. Alternative Routes: 

o Alternative routes exist consistent with nearly all the transmission lines sitting along the former 
B&O railway alignment that minimize proximity to residences and impact only the edges of low-
quality forest areas already bisected by the railway clearing. 

o Other alternative routes may also exist. 

Ordinance 

Now therefore, in order to protect residents who live near the transmission lines, towers, and poles, and to 
protect our treasured forest ecosystems, it is hereby ordained by the Village of Ardentown as follows: 

1. Prohibition: 

o No new electrical transmission lines and/or tower infrastructure that are at or exceed 60 
kilovolts (kV) can be constructed, installed, or operated within a 100 foot radius of any 
Ardentown residential housing unit.  

2. Definitions: 

o "Transmission lines" refer to high voltage electrical lines designed to transport electricity over 
long distances. 

o "Tower infrastructure" refers to the supporting structures, including towers and poles, for 
transmission lines. 

o "Residential housing units" refer to any buildings or structures used for residential purposes 
within the Village boundaries as well as the Candlelight Theatre and Ivy Gables.  

3. Enforcement: 

o This Ordinance shall be enforced by the Village of Ardentown with support of the Ardentown 
Trustees and any designated officers or agents.  Any person or entity found in violation of this 
Ordinance shall be subject to a fine for each day the violation continues at a rate of $1500.00 
per day until the matter is resolved.  Ardentown reserves the right to take further legal action 
to ensure compliance with this Ordinance.  

o Any violation or nonpayment of this Ordinance shall be subject to monthly penalties, the same 
that is used in Land Rent collection.  

4. Severability: 

o If any provision of this Ordinance is found to be invalid or unenforceable, the remaining 
provisions shall continue in full force and effect. 
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5. Effective Date: 

o This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:44 pm. 

Respectfully submitted by Jessica Riggleman, Secretary of Ardentown 


