
Village of Ardentown​ ​ Established 1922 

Ardentown, DE 19810​ ​ Incorporated 1975 

 

The regular meeting of the February 2025 Village of Ardentown was convened at 7:31 pm on Monday, 
February 10, 2025, in person in the Candlelight Theater. Cindy Cohen, filling in for Melissa Parsonson, Town 
Chair, presiding.  A quorum was present. 
In Attendance: 

1.​ Cindy Cohen 
2.​ Steve Cohen 
3.​ Jessica Riggleman 
4.​ Annie Gutsche 
5.​ Oliver Gutsche 
6.​ Mhairi Craig 
7.​ Stuart Craig 

8.​ Lisa Wilson Riblett 
9.​ Suzanne Cherrin 
10.​Maureen Gordon 
11.​Jill S. Emery 
12.​Peter Slattery 
13.​Marian Pione 
14.​Michael Pione 

15.​Dela Muhlenberg 
16.​Anne P. Lutz 
17.​Uttam Shanbhag 
18.​Lee Painter 
19.​Joe Painter 
20.​Brandon Paris 
21.​Ray Seigfried (Guest) 

22.​Cortney Hayflinger 
23.​Janna Scheflen 
24.​Susan Kaye 
25.​Maura Lynch 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Minutes for the November 2024 meeting were approved as submitted. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Peter Slattery reported the following current balances as of February 10, 2025. 
Operating Accounts:  

Checking:​ Starting Balance​ $8,727.02​ Savings:​ Starting Balance​ $23,298.05 
​ Income​ $ 23,757.03​ ​ Income​ $ 0.50 
​ Expenses​ $29,242.21​ ​ Expenses ​ $ 5,000.00 
​ Current Balance ​ $3,241.84 ​ ​ Current Balance ​ $18,298.55 

Total Checking & Savings: ​ $21,540.39 

​ Expenses:   ​ $ 29,242.21​ ​ Income:  ​ $ 23,757.03 

​ ​ Trash ​ 9,185.40​ ​ ​ Trustees-Trash​ 18,000.00 
​ ​ Restoration ​ 9,391.77 ​ ​ ​ Comcast/Verizon ​ 757.03 
​ ​ Snow Removal ​ 4,600.00​ ​ ​ Transfer from Savings ​ 5,000.00 
​ ​ Admin Supplies​ 485.99 
​ ​ Donations​ 4,450.00  
​ ​ DE League of Local Gov ​525.00 
​ ​ Memorial Garden ​ 204.05 

Municipal Street Aid:​ $ 26,320.42 
ARPA Funds:​ $ 0.00 
Arden Bldg & Loan Balance:​ $17,923.84 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

●​Archives (Arden Craft Shop Museum):  Bev Bizup Hawkins reported all is going great at the Museum.  The 
next Afternoon with the Artist will feature mixed media by Annette Hearing on March 23rd. The Museum is 
considering having occasional walking tours with historic narration during the Spring, Summer and early 
Fall, with 3 different tours:  Arden, Ardentown and Ardencroft.  The purpose is to introduce residents to the 
specialness of the significant history of our community and raise awareness for the richness of our 
museum and its holdings. Each tour will last about an hour and end with entrance to the Museum. 

●​Assessment:  Janna Scheflen reported the committee met and set their schedule for meetings for the rest 
of the year.  

●​Audit:  Jill Emery reported the audits for Trustees and Town books are scheduled for this month. 
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●​Budget:  Alison Wakelin is ill, so Cindy presented the proposed final 2025-2026 Town Budget for her. 

 

MOTION: TO APPROVE THE 2025 TOWN BUDGET AS SUBMITTED. Motion seconded.​
Vote: All in favor. Motion passes.  
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●​Buzz Ware Village Center:  Shelley Robyn reported: 1) BWVC Grant: Paperwork for the Grant approval for a 
battery system and new solar panels for the Buzz was received.  The original grant also included new 
lighting and a new roof. It will likely have to be modified a little as the full 200K was not approved. 
$173,567 was granted. 2) Friday Night Programming: Art Loop: Holiday Art Loop & Arden Artisans Small 
Gallery Show 12/6/24 had 75 attendees, less than prior holiday shows. The Gallery was open on Dec 20th 
for hot chocolate and a singing bowl session. There was no Art Loop in January. February 7 Art Loop 
supports Arden’s young artists with the 2nd Annual Young Artisans Show. 3) Coffee House: There was no 
Coffee House in January. The crew took their show on the road to Pilot School for a grand celebration. 
February 14 Coffee House will feature Shawn and Sharon. 4) Weekly/Monthly Programming: Monday 
Night Art Studio - 7-9 PM Jeanne Orr, Sponsor; Tai Chi with Jill Emery - Every Mon, Thurs. Sat 9AM; Yoga 
with Susan Oates - Saturday mornings 9:00, 10:00, and 11:00; Arden Bookies - 1st Thursday of the month, 
Bernadette Donahue is the sponsor, & in December had 15 attendees and $56.50 in donations. 5) 
Community Event: Jill Althouse/Wood held an Art book discussion in January. 

●​Community Planning:  Peter Slattery reported the committee met in November 2024 to compile and 
discuss topics, including: 1) Speed Limit: We are building recommendations for a discussion at the next 
town meeting. 2) Seeking exemption for small livestock (chickens, goats, etc.). 3) Proposal for a General 
Store. 4) Community Recognition Awards. 5) Chicken Variance: a) Background: Chickens on lots less than 
one acre are prohibited in New Castle County. Our representative, John Cartier, is supportive of seeking a 
variance if all three villages are on the same page. A draft resolution is circulating among the villages. b) 
The committee is generally supportive of a variance for chickens in the Ardens and there is encouragement 
from Ardencroft. Arden is currently discussing the issue in committee. c) We recently received comments 
from the Arden Community Planning Committee. A new draft resolution will be circulated with lower 
numbers and fewer animals. The Committee will present the livestock variance proposal with an open 
discussion at the May 2025 Meeting.  6) ARPA Projects are fully committed.  

●​Memorial Garden: Edmond Bischoff reported seeding & fertilizing was done in late fall, several fence rails 
have been replaced, some bushes were trimmed back and general maintenance to the grounds were done. 
During work on the Ivy Gables sign on Swiss Lane, a contracted landscape company for Ivy Gables was 
found to be working inside the Memorial Garden. Edmond contacted Ivy Gables, and it turns out they did 
not know the fenced area was not part of their job contract, and had been working the grounds all year 
long.  

●​Playground:  Cortney Hayflinger reported that the group is determining if the swings in the park can be 
repaired or if funds are needed for a new set of swings. The group is looking into potential grant funding 
from DNREC, AARP, and Lowes. The cost may be around $10,000. It was also suggested that perhaps the 
frame of the swing could be welded so it no longer rotates.  

●​Public Works & Safety:   

●​Oliver Gutsche reported updates on: 
■​Orchard Road Regrading - Roadwork done, now Oliver is videoing during rain to ensure water runs 

toward rain garden. Will continue to work on this in early spring.  
■​Swale on Swiss Lane – Swale work done, now have leftover Belgian Blocks which will be added 

behind curbing in early spring.  
■​Henry George Green Rain Garden - Work to begin in March. 
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●​Elaine Schmerling reported on the following Paths & Restoration work: 

○​ Sunnyside – Thanks to 8 volunteers who spent over 30 hours, with extra help from Redtail, we planted 
and caged 32 of the State free trees in Sunnyside late November. Elaine has gone back with Redtail to 
check on the trees & cages and clear invasives near them. In Dec/Jan the main Sunnyside path became 
impassible due to downed ash trees and limbs. Ron’s Trees has now cleared the path by removing the 
most hazardous  ash trees right near the path: cutting a full 27 large ash trees. Elaine has applied for a 
grant to continue this tree work and ivy-clearing work, to fund 1 ½ more days of clearing dead ash 
trees, to reduce the safety hazard of them falling and to keep the path clear. Elaine and Redtail workers 
also were able to cut ivy from over 100 trees. More to get of course…for future days. We will try to 
publicize a spring walk-through for interested parties (contact Elaine). 

○​ Three Ardens Vegetation Management and Mapping Project Update (ARPA Funded): Will Ryan 
reports: All plant data has been collected and is currently being vetted for accuracy and cataloguing. 
When completed, the data will be shared to all three village reps, possibly in March, and a public 
presentation can be available later in the Spring, followed by a tutorial of the mapping system using a 
pilot project. 

○​ Deer Overpopulation – We are currently investigating the deer overpopulation in the Ardens.  They are 
eating the valuable understory, future baby trees, and rubbing existing young trees to crisis 
levels. There could be and have been hazardous incidents in our surrounding area and area 
neighborhoods. Overpopulation harms their own future (food sources, lack of predators, deer 
wasting and other diseases). As stewards of our forests, and for our community safety, we must begin 
to investigate the deer overpopulation. Scott Bowers of Ardencroft has agreed to chair a three-Ardens 
ad-hoc committee, to present a plan at a future Town meeting. If you would like to join this committee, 
please sign up tonight at the sign-in table.  

●​Registration:  Mhairi Craig reported the following recent resident changes: The new house at 2302 Loreley 
(Ferenc Cserei & Hajnalka Halasz’s new build) has tenants! Keren Portia has moved into one unit, and Jean 
and Harvey Tilker have moved into the other unit. Susan Poole has purchased 2313 Sconset Road 
(Malone’s), in November. Hope Rice has purchased 2311 Hillside Road (Janet Cosgrove’s rental). Hope, her 
partner Eric Bennett and their 2 sons Isaiah Rice & Christian Bennett have been living there for a few years 
now. If you know of new residents in Ardentown, contact a member of the Registration Committee. Our 
next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, April 20th at 3 pm at the Cohen’s. 

TRUSTEES REPORT:   

●​Lisa Wilson Riblett - 1) Dumping leaves & Yard Waste: Please do NOT dump your leaves/yard waste in the 
woods, even if you live on the edge of the woods, as it introduces invasives and has a negative effect on the 
plants. Instead use yard waste paper bags. 2) Ash Trees: Unfortunately all of the Ash trees on the east 
coast are dying from Emerald Ash Borer, unless treated consistently for the past several years. Please have 
an arborist look ASAP at any ash trees on your leasehold - we have some very large ones on some 
properties - and follow their advice. They die quickly, drop their branches, then fall. 3) Delaware Forest 
Service Grant – Hazardous Ash Tree Removal: We have applied for a matching grant from DFS to help 
defray the cost of taking down the dead and dying ash trees around Ardentown on the common land. The 
grant will be decided in April. 

●​Stuart Craig - Land Rent: There will be a 3% increase in land rent this year, in keeping with inflation. The 
increase translates to ~$60 on a 10,000 square foot residential leasehold. As you know, the county and 
school tax situation is unusual this year. New Castle County is still working through the court ordered 
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property reassessment process and expects to certify the tax roll in March 2025. We are therefore sending 
the Land Rent bill at the usual time to comply with the date on your lease agreement, stating the bill is 
payable by 25 March. Please be advised that if the New Castle County bill is higher than the 3% increase 
that we have estimated, we may need to send an additional Land Rent bill later in order to balance the 
budget. 

○​ Harvey Road Update? Question asked about status of Harvey Road improvements - Bethany Rees? - 
Can we get an update at next (May) Town meeting?  

●​Annie Gutsche - Candlelight Bldg Update:  You may have noticed the new exit stairs on the side of the 
building. In April, phase 2 of the building renovations begin, to level the floors and replace the back exit 
stairs. The Trustees are also budgeting to replace the siding on the building, which will be done afterwards.  
While bldg is closed in April for repairs, Candlelight is hoping to host a parking lot party to raise funds (craft 
booths, live music), and will talk with neighbors about any concerns.  

 

TOWN CHAIR REPORT:  Cindy Cohen reported the following for Melissa, who is home sick.  

1) 2025 Arbor Day Poster Contest Opens: The Delaware Forest Service is seeking entries for its annual Arbor 
Day Poster Contest, open to all K-5 public, private, homeschool, after-school, and other organized youth 
groups. The contest is the largest of its kind in Delaware, with 61 schools participating in 2024; it is designed 
to increase an appreciation and awareness of trees’ important role in our quality of life, communities, 
ecosystems, and our state. This year’s theme, “Trees are Terrific…and Color Our World!” is dedicated to the 
beauty and wonderment of trees. Deadline to register is March 7th, with entries submitted by March 21st. If 
interested, see Cindy for more information. 

2) Delmarva Power Bills: Delmarva reached out recently to let us know they have received several inquiries 
related to high bills being seen. This is due to extremely cold temperatures resulting in increased gas and 
electric usage. Heating systems ran 80% more in December compared to November, leading to higher energy 
usage and potentially larger bills. To further help customers, Delmarva Power is taking the following steps to 
help customers: 

●​ No late payment fees for January and February 2025 and providing longer periods for repayment, up to 
24 months 

●​ Suspending disconnections for nonpayment in February 2025 
●​ Waiving deposits for disconnected customers who are seeking to restore service.  

Visit delmarva.com/billsupport for further information. 

3) SEM/Trash Tech: The current litigation between SEM (formerly Trash Tech) and the 3 Ardens is moving 
forward with the 3 Town Chairs and our attorney. 

At this time, we would like to vote to give the Town Chair, Melissa Parsonson, the authority to make decisions 
for Ardentown on any potential settlement.   

MOTION:  TO GIVE TOWN CHAIR, MELISSA PARSONSON, AUTHORITY TO MAKE DECISIONS 
FOR ARDENTOWN ON ANY POTENTIAL SETTLEMENT WITH SEM (FORMERLY TRASH TECH). 
Motion seconded. ​
Vote: 21 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 abstained. Motion passes.  

 

OLD BUSINESS:  
●​None 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  
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●​Transmission Line Infrastructure - First Reading of Revised Ordinance – Cindy Cohen read the following 
proposed ordinance (first reading of revised ordinance since November 2024 Town Mtg): The second 
reading will occur at the next Town Meeting in May 2025.  

Purpose 
High voltage electrical transmission lines, towers, and poles are, at this time, a critical component of 
modern infrastructure that supports our way of life. However, the current alignment of transmission lines, 
towers, and poles has caused almost 100 years of unnecessary harm and avoidable risk to our Village. 

Findings 
1. Environmental Impact: 

○ The construction and maintenance of transmission lines through the heart of our Village’s residences 
and our forest ecosystem invite non-native and invasive species and leave scarred landscape on 
residents’ properties and through our forest. 

○ The non-discriminant use of pesticides by power companies is detrimental to long-standing Village 
efforts to save native plant species and can impact the ecosystem. 

○ Existing transmission towers and poles have contributed to significantly high levels of lead in the 
surrounding soil, and new construction will disturb these contaminated areas. 

2. Health and Safety: 
○ With the unknown health effects and close proximity of existing transmission lines, towers, and 

poles, residents are exposed to electromagnetic fields with intensities far above typical background 
levels, potentially harming their health. 

3. Financial and Maintenance Costs: 
○ The proximity of transmission lines, towers, and poles to residences can depress property values. 
○ Maintenance costs for the Village increases due to the presence of these transmission lines, towers, 

and poles. 
4. Legal and Compliance Issues: 

○ Delmarva Power has demonstrated willful disregard of their existing transmission line agreements 
and backpedaled on prior agreements. 

5. Alternative Routes: 
○ Alternative routes exist consistent with nearly all the transmission lines sitting along the former B&O 

railway alignment that minimize proximity to residences and impact only the edges of low-quality 
forest areas already bisected by the railway clearing. 

○ Other alternative routes may also exist. 

Ordinance 
Now therefore, in order to protect residents who live near the transmission lines, towers, and poles, and to 
protect our treasured forest ecosystems, it is hereby ordained by the Village of Ardentown as follows: 
1. Prohibition: 

○ No new electrical transmission lines that exceed 69 kilovolts (kV) can be constructed, installed, or 
operated within 100 feet of any Ardentown residential housing unit or structure. All existing power 
lines shall be subject to the requirement of this Ordinance. 

2. Definitions: 
○ “Transmission lines” refer to high voltage electrical lines designed to transport electricity over long 

distances. 
○ “Tower infrastructure” refers to the supporting structures, including towers and poles, for 

transmission lines. 
○ “Residential housing units” refer to any buildings or structures used for residential purposes within 

the Village boundaries as well as the Candlelight Theatre (Robin Hood Barn). 
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3. Annual Impact Fee: 
○ An annual impact fee shall be levied by the Village of Ardentown on Delmarva Power or their 

successors on the existing transmission line facilities based on the total taxable square footage on 
which the NCC School and County taxes are levied in the area as defined in the easement. 

○ The fee will use the most current annual square footage charged by the Ardentown Trustees or their 
successors as Land Rent to Leaseholders in the Village. 

○ Impact fees are due by June 1st of each year. 
4. Enforcement: 

○ This Ordinance shall be enforced by the Village of Ardentown with support of the Ardentown 
Trustees and any designated officers or agents. Any person or entity found in violation of this 
Ordinance shall be subject to a fine for each day the violation continues at a rate of $500 per day until 
the matter is resolved. Ardentown reserves the right to take further legal action to ensure compliance 
with this Ordinance. 

○ Any violation or nonpayment of this Ordinance shall be subject to monthly penalties, the same that is 
used in Land Rent collection. 

5. Severability: 
○ If any provision of this Ordinance is found to be invalid or unenforceable, the remaining provisions 

shall continue in full force and effect. 
6. Effective Date: 

○ This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 
ELECTIONS: 
 

o​ Archives – 2 positions up for Feb 2025 election: Allen Kleban & Maura Lynch. ​
[Bev Bizup not due until Feb 2026] Allen Kleban was not in attendance and this election will occur at the 
May 2025 meeting.  

MOTION:  APPROVE MAURA LYNCH BE RE-ELECTED TO THE ARCHIVES COMMITTEE FOR FEB 
2025-FEB 2027 TERMS. Motion seconded. ​
Vote: All in Favor. Motion passes.  

o​ Memorial Garden – 3 positions up for Feb 2025 election: Cheryl Regan, Barbara Mondzelewski & Edmond 
Bischoff. [Open position & Chris Monson not due until Feb 2026] Cheryl Regan, Barbara Mondzelewski, and 
Edmond Bischoff were not in attendance and this election will occur at the May 2025 meeting.  

o​ Town Secretary - Jessica Riggleman is willing to fill the open Town Secretary officer position, effective 
March 2025.  

MOTION: APPROVE JESSICA RIGGLEMAN BE ELECTED TO THE TOWN SECRETARY 
POSITION FOR THE CURRENT TERM ENDING NOVEMBER 2027. Motion seconded.​
Vote: All in favor. Motion passes.  

●​ Upcoming May Elections:  Audit, Playground, and Public Works & Safety Committees 
GOOD & WELFARE: 

●​ Best wishes to Melissa Parsonson and Alison Wakelin, both down with viruses, and thanks for not being 
here tonight and passing it along to others. 

●​ Best wishes to Bev “Bizup” Hawkins for continued progress and recovery from surgery. 
●​ Thanks to Jessica Riggleman for saying yes to the Town Secretary position!  
●​ Mike Pione indicated he has a Delmarva Powerline petition, see him if you’d like to sign.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. 

Respectfully submitted by Jessica Riggleman, filling in as Secretary of Ardentown 
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